propose is fraught with problems because it overlooks the accepted 18 meaning of the term convergence, and also the challenges of identifying independent origin of 19 traditional knowledge. We argue that the term 'ethnobotanical convergence' should be limited to 20 cases where there is clear evidence to support a hypothesis of independent discovery.
22
Whether plant use is the result of independent discovery may be important when designing 23 bioprospecting strategies. Several authors have suggested that independent discovery of plant 24 properties by people of different cultures is strongly suggestive of plants' bioactivity [3-5]. Plant use 25 that is found in more than one culture could be the result of independent discovery, shared ancestry 26 or cross-cultural transmission of knowledge (see for example, [6,7]). Evolutionary anthropologists 27 have adopted phylogenetic methods to discriminate between these alternative explanations for 
